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Daniel:

Excellence in Exile

Lesson Two: 
A Heart for Holiness

Text:

Daniel Chapter 1:1-21
Introduction:

Forget for a moment that Daniel was forced to go to Babylon against his will and you will find that his experiences were not that different than that of the average teenager. In The Strong Family, author Chuck Swindoll lists four questions that teens wrestle with. Each question represents a struggle involved in advancing from childhood to adulthood. 
They are:

· WHO AM I? This is the struggle to define their identity. 

· WHAT ATTITUDES WILL I CHOOSE? This is the struggle to accept responsibility. They want their clothes washed, but they want someone else to do it. They want a car to drive, but they want someone else to pay the bills. 

· WHOSE RULES WILL I RESPECT? This is the struggle to acknowledge authority. 
· WHICH LIFESTYLE WILL I ADOPT? This is the struggle with conformity. 

Daniel was forced to answer these questions in a particularly hostile environment - the court of Babylon. 
· He was given a new name (an issue of identity), 
· Enrolled in pagan school (the issue of conformity), 
· Ordered to eat forbidden foods (the issue of authority). 
· It was a time for making decisions, and Daniel could not rely upon anyone else to make them for him (the issue of responsibility). 

This was "crunch time" in the life of Daniel. How he handled it is an example to every Christian, but it especially applies to the teenager who is making the transition from life at home to independence. During those years between 16 and 20, young men and women must decide for themselves how they are going to live in this world. 
· What values will they live by? 
· Will the Bible be only another book on the shelf or a trusted source of counsel? 
· What importance will they place on knowing and doing the will of God? 
· What will they stand for when forced to stand alone?

For clarity, this study is divided into 3 sections:

I. A Dictator’s Requirements
II. Daniel’s Resolve
III. Divine Results
I. A Dictator’s Requirements – Verses 3-7

A. The mandate of the king 
1. Only the best and the brightest were selected.

a. They were socially superior – of the king’s seed, and of the princes.
b. They were physically superior – no blemish, but well favored.
c. They were intellectually superior – skillful in all wisdom….
2. They were to be given the highest education available in Babylon.

a. They were to be carefully trained and indoctrinated in Chaldean language and literature.

b. This was a definite effort to "reeducate" them in pagan philosophy and Chaldean culture. 
3. They were treated to the finest food and drink in the kingdom. 

a. To eat from the king’s table was a symbol of honor and privilege.

b. Nebuchadnezzar wanted these boys to believe that serving in the court of Babylon was the quickest path to the "good life." 
B. The motive of the king

1. To equip them for Babylonian service – such as had ability to stand in the king’s palace
a. The king chose those who were naturally gifted for leadership. 

b. He wanted them to become influential men in his court.
2. To conform them to Babylonian culture

a. They were given new names to alter their sense of identity

b. They were immersed in Babylonian society to challenge their beliefs, values, and loyalties. 

II. Daniel’s Resolve – Verses 8-16
A. Daniel’s decision
1. It was a spiritual decision. 

a. The word defile tells us that Daniel believed that eating the king’s meat and drinking the king’s wine would compromise his relationship with God.

b. We can be sure that the Law of Moses would forbid some of the food served at the king’s table. 

c. It has also been suggested that the meat and drink were usually dedicated to idols before it was served to the king. 

d. For Daniel, it wasn’t a question of what was convenient, popular or expected, but what God permitted or forbid. 
2. It was a personal decision.

a. Daniel purposed in HIS heart – he made up HIS OWN MIND. There is more power in a personal conviction than in parental or pastoral prohibitions. Without personal convictions based upon the Word of God, it is harder to stand firm when the world is pressing us to conform. 

b. When everyone else was sitting at the table eating the king’s meat and drinking the king’s wine, Daniel had the courage to say no.
B. Daniel’s diplomacy
1. Daniel was not rude, intolerable, or demanding. He requested … that he might not defile himself.
a. Having made up his mind to remain pure, Daniel pursued his objective in a respectful, submissive manner.

b. Verse 9 tells us that God had caused the prince of the Eunuchs to look favorably upon Daniel. It is probable that God used Daniel’s attitude to win him that respect. 

2. Having heard his superior’s objections, Daniel proposed a reasonable alternative.

a. The test Daniel proposed was long enough to obtain the desired results, but short enough to protect the interests of his superiors.

b. Melzar, the chief steward, would himself determine the success or failure of the test.

c. Daniel promised to abide by Melzar’s decision.

d. Each of these acts demonstrated a great faith in God to be in control of the circumstances.

III. Divine Results – Verses 17-21
A. Daniel’s faithfulness rewarded

1. God blessed Daniel and his three friends by enabling them to excel in knowledge, skill in all learning, and wisdom.

a. Although educated in a secular environment and exposed to pagan philosophies and false religious beliefs, God gave Daniel the wisdom to discern between truth and error.

b. We must remember that these were young men, not little children. They were already grounded in the Word of God and capable of making independent, godly choices.
2. The wisdom of Daniel and his friends was not a result of their education, but of their faith in God and their faithfulness to Him. 

a. This kind of wisdom is available to every Christian who makes up their minds to be led by the counsels of God’s Word.

b. Compare to Proverbs 3:1-6; 4:5-9; 9:10.

B. The king’s favor received
1. It was not Daniel’s faith that impressed Nebuchadnezzar, but his performance.

a. Daniel and his friends would have been rejected if they had been lazy and unmotivated.

b. They were noticed because they excelled where others were only average. 
2. Daniel demonstrates that it is often possible to please both God and man. 

a. To achieve this balance requires dedication to God and diligence in our assigned tasks.

b. One objective in our lives should be to develop our God-given abilities and use our God-given opportunities to bring glory to God and gain the respect of men. 

c. See 1 Samuel 2:26, Proverbs 16:7; Luke 2:52
Any parent would be proud to have a son like Daniel. 

· In answer to the question of identity, he chose to be identified with his Jewish name, Daniel, which means, "God is my judge." He rejected the favors of Baal and his followers. 

· In answer to the question of responsibility, he made the tough decisions and trusted God with the consequences. 

· In answer to the question of authority, he determined to follow the Word of God and obey its laws. 

· In answer to the question of conformity, he determined to be guided by his convictions, not molded by his culture – honoring God, even if it meant standing apart and appearing to be different. 

Daniel had a heart for holiness. He dared to be different – and he was greatly honored by God for his faith. God will do the same for anyone who will follow his example. 
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