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Daniel:

Excellence in Exile

Lesson Seven: 
The Trials of Life

Text:

Daniel 6:1-28 
INTRODUCTION:
This chapter concludes the biographical section of Daniel. Although Daniel was an elderly man, at least 80 years old, he had continued to distinguish himself, so much so that he soon found himself the front runner for the number two position in the kingdom. King Darius was prepared to promote him to the highest office in the land, second only to himself. Yet, as often happens, Daniel’s success made him enemies among his peers. Driven by jealousy, they began to search for a way to have him removed from office.

What made Daniel valuable to the king made him the envy of his peers. He possessed something they lacked – INTEGRITY. Robert Freeman wrote, "Character is not made in a crisis -- it is only exhibited." Daniel did not gain integrity because of the things he suffered. His trials were simply the stage on which his integrity was displayed, and his enemies’ lack of integrity was revealed. 
NB: The very tests that proved Daniel’s integrity uncovered the corruption of the presidents and princes that plotted against him. That is the way life works. Life tests everyone. No one is exempt – regardless of age, religion, race or social standing. 

Sometimes the tests come as minor irritations – a cranky boss, a flat tire, a sore back. Others leave you feeling like you’ve been tossed to the lions. Yet in every instance, they reveal something about us, others around us, and even God Himself.

From this chapter, we are going to consider four tests that we routinely encounter in life. 

I. The Test of Character (Verses 1-9)

The promotion of Daniel (1-3) 

Daniel’s Appointment (1-2) 

Darius began restructuring the Babylonian Empire, selecting three men to serve under him as presidents, and 120 men to serve under them as princes (or governors). 

Daniel was one of the three presidents, chosen by Darius to be first. 

Darius devised this organizational structure to provide accountability – to insure he suffered no damage. 

Authority tests the character of men. Darius knew that power is easily abused and that the more authority a person is given, the more opportunity there is for corruption. 

Daniel’s Attitude 

As Daniel served Darius, the king noticed that Daniel had an excellent spirit, a superior attitude that set him apart from the other presidents. 

Tested with authority, Darius saw that Daniel was not arrogant, jealous, overbearing, or dishonest. 

The plot against Daniel (4-9) 

What his enemies discovered (4-5) 

· He was faithful in his duties 

· He was faultless in his character 

· He was fervent in his prayers 

What his enemies devised (6-9) 

· They resorted to guile. 

Appealing to the king’s vanity, the conspirators proposed that Darius be made "God of the month." All prayers were to be directed to him only for 30 days. 

To insure that Daniel could not be let off the hook once the plot was discovered, they proposed that the decree be written as a law of the Medes and Persians which could not be altered or revoked once signed by the king. 

· They found the king gullible. 

Darius, too, had a flaw in his character, a chink in his armor – PRIDE. 

Flattered by the suggestion of the conspirators that he be elevated above every man and idol in the land, Darius signed the decree. 

The test of character proved Daniel’s integrity. It was genuine. What he appeared to be outwardly he was proved to be inwardly. Yet, these same circumstances exposed the corruption of the presidents and princes and the vanity of Darius. 
II. The Test of Adversity (Verses 10-17)

Daniel’s Response (10) 

His choices 

Daniel could have made a pretense of obeying the law by praying silently and secretly. Only he and God would know the difference. 

Daniel could have obeyed the law, rationalizing that the Lord was able to provide his needs without prayer until the 30 days were up. 

His consistency 

Before the law was signed, Daniel had a habit of prayer. Three times a day he had kneeled before an open window, facing Jerusalem in obedience to Scripture (See 2 Chronicles 6:36-39), asking God to restore His people. What Daniel was doing was right according to the Word of God. Regardless of the consequences, he would not change. 

The Conspirator’s Report (11-13) 

Their approach (11-12) 

First, they insured that Daniel had continued to pray, as they believed he would. As they expected, Daniel’s faith in God was the "weakness" they could exploit. 

Next, they tricked Darius into condemning Daniel before he knew he would be accused by having him confirm the details of the law. 

Their accusation (13) 

They charge Daniel with disloyalty and disobedience, emphasizing that Daniel had not broken the law just once, but at least "three times."

The King’s Regret (14-17) 

Darius’ shame 

The root of the word "displeased" means to stink, to have a bad odor. 

Darius knew that the conspirators had manipulated him into performing their will. 

He could hardly stand his own company. 

Darius did everything in his power to find a way to have Daniel acquitted of the charges against him. 

Daniel’s seizure 

Being left no choice, Darius had Daniel arrested. As it was sunset, Daniel was arrested during his evening prayer hour. 

Before carrying out the sentence, the king made a bold statement of faith, assuring Daniel of God’s deliverance. 

Finally, Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den and under the watchful eye of the conspirators the entrance was sealed to insure that Daniel would not be rescued. 

III. The Test of Faith (Verses 18-23)

Faith Doubting (18-20) 

Although Darius had expressed confidence in God’s ability to deliver Daniel, he was tormented by doubts through the night. He couldn’t eat or sleep and he refused to be comforted until he knew how the matter would end. At first light, he was at the lion’s den to see if Daniel yet lived. That he went to the den at all is a remarkable testimony of his faith. 

Faith Delivering (21-23) 

In answer to the king’s question, Daniel assures him that his faith was not in vain. God had sent an angel to insure Daniel’s safety. Verse 23 plainly states that Daniel was delivered because he believed in His God. 

IV. The Test of Time (Verses 24-28)

The Punishment of the Conspirators (24) 

The ungodly may prosper for a while, but in time righteousness will always win the day. The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked. Proverbs 3:33. See also Haman’s case in Esther chapters 3 – 7:10; Psalm 7:15; Proverbs 26:27 & Eccl 10:8
The Proclamation of Darius 

The decree Darius issued affirmed the sovereignty of God. In time, God’s kingdom will always prevail over the kingdoms of men. 

The Prosperity of Daniel 

John 12:26 states, If any man serve me, him will my Father honor. The life of Daniel illustrates the truth that God blesses faith and rewards the faithful, in time. 

CONCLUSION:

The test of character brought out the best in Daniel and the worst in his enemies. 

The test of adversity demonstrated the strength of Daniel’s integrity and exposed the weakness in the character of Darius. 

The test of faith demonstrated the reliability of God, that it is not the quality of faith, but the object of faith that determines whether faith is genuine. 

The test of time allows us to see that ultimately, righteousness will prevail over unrighteousness and receive its proper reward. 
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